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Abstract

Button mushroom cultivation was taken up in the temperate zone of the
centrally located Mandi district of Himachal Pradesh under a project sponsored
by Science and Society Division of Department of Science and Technology,
Government of India, New Delhi. Besides popularizing the technology,
Himalayan Research Group, implementing agency made all out efforts to
motivate women in technology adoption by providing them the raw material,
training and marketing links. Involvement of organized womens groups at
different stages of the technology generated their interest in cultivation and out
of 77 women 39 started cultivation in their household rooms. Over a period of
three years of mushroom cultivation, about 70,000 kg (70 ton) mushrooms of
Rs. 50,00,000/ - market value were produced by the project beneficiaries. Activity
of button mushroom cultivation is self sustaining now and rotating about
Rs. 20,00,000 - Rs.25,00,000/ -(2.0-2.5 million) every year among different sections
of the society. The successful demonstration of the mushroom cultivation
activity in the selected areas of Himachal Pradesh as a business model resulted
in the development of a community oriented mushroom technology package.
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